
FRENCH AND AMERICANS ADVANCE ALONG 28-MIL- E FRONT
north, but the expected oaintcr-rdUc- k had net appeared up to an early

hour this afternoon.

American troops continue to hold the plateau southwest of So'usono,

where on Thursday the Germans made their first organized counter-

attack. This fell down as soon as the American heavy artillery got Into

action.
This was one of the fiercest struggles in connection with the

offensive. The battle raged southwest of Soissons for some

time. It resulted in the Germans falling back finally under the rain of

the heavy gunfire of the Americans.

One of the towns taken by the Americans last night was Vicrzy, n

mile cmith nf SoisMi s. Towns to the north and south of this were also

taken in the carrying out of the plans for the offensive here to strengthen

the entire line on the Soissons-Chatcau- -I merry trout.

No resistance was encountered at Vierzy or in the neighboring vil- -

lilacs token
At two villages on (lie southern portion of the line the hands of the'

clocks had been stopped by shclllire at 1.45 o'clock, indicating the time

the Atlirs h.i.l started their bombardment on Thursday morning.

One of the greatest surprises for the Americans in the opening of the

nnniv. wns the flicht of the Germans before the attack. The Atncri-- 1 X

cans, many of whom were going ovyr the lop for the first time, were

fntlv nrenired for a stiff ficht.

Among the slightly wounded men in the American dressing station

n,u t'hl who left a Chicano school to join the army. This youth had

bwn wounded in the leg soon after the start of the attack, and his chief

worry seemed to be that his comrades who had gone on would fear lie.

had been killed.

ALLIES PUSHING FORWARD

BEHIND A ROLLING BARRAGE;

AMERICANS RESCUE FRENCH

Exnlosions and Fires in Soissons
That the Germans May Be Preparing

to Evacuate City.
Wll H THE AMERICAN ARMY IN THE CHAMPAGNE, July iM

(United Press). American and F'rcnch troops, after organizing yester-

day's gains during the night, resumed their offensive between the Aisne

and Uic Manic at 1 'clock tins morning.

The Allies pushed forward behind a rolling barrage on the whole

front from Soissons to Chaleau-Thierr- y, driving the Germans before

them.
Airmen report huge explosions and fires in Soissons evidently the

destruction of ammunition dumps and supplies by the enemy preparatory

to evacuation of the city.
One American unit pressed forward so rapidly yesterday aftcrnojr.

that they overtook a party of captured Frenchmen who were working

on the roads under German guards. They captured the Germans and

released the French, who seized the arms of their former captors and

pressed forward with their rescuers.
"BATTLE INCREASING IN VIOLENCE.

The battle is increasing in intensity on the whole front as this is1

cabled. The Americans and French arc driving forward in an extended

advance toward the main highway from Soissons to Chateau-Thieiiy- .,

which lies from three to ten miles cist of the original line.

The Germans, aided by great numbers of reserves, made a hcavj

counter-attac- k on the plateau southwest of Soissons. It was bloodily

Americans and French in that region are continuing to hold the

line they established yesterday evening or arc advancing eastward.

Cavalry already has pushed across the SoUsons-Chaleau-Thicrr- y

road, and the infantry is driving forward to join them. Uncounted

prisoners, guns and material arc still accumulating.

The remarkable transport system of the Allies is enabling them to

maintain a constant flow of men and supplies to the front. As the line,

advances, solid miles of motortrucks carrying ammunition and other

material rumble forward. They return to the rear with slightly wounded

, men.
Men and guns, rushed up on trucks, are Jumped off and are in

thick of the fighting a few minutes later.

GERMANS ON THE DEFENSIVE

FROM RHEIMS TO MONTDIDIER,

SAYS FRENCH HIGH COMMAND

Americans Occupy Priez and Seem Able to
Envelop Neuilly-S- t. Front Every

German Salient Now in Peril.
PARIS, July 19. The Allies have taken the initiative and the Ger-

mans arc on the defersive everywhere, an official statement issued by ;he

Allied high command declared this afternoon.

"We are taking the initiative and the enemy on the deleibivc evei- -
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of the latter the most interesting movement Happening.

"South of the Ourcq American troops, occupying Courchamps and

Pricz, seem able to envelop Nc'uilly-S- t. Front.
l"Tlio number o.' prisoners and guns surpasses our loudest hope- -

Premier Clemcnceau watched the battle near Soissons."
(Thin tho first announcement that the Americans have added

I'rlez their long list of captured towns. Trier. two miles directly

north of Cotirchanips nnd fight miles northwest of Chateau-Thierry- .

Neiillly-St- . Front town of about L',000 population three miles due

north of l'rlez.l
LONDON, July 9. That the Franco-America- n offensive inn

force the iermans to retire on the entire Rheims front, wliere the enemy

has used twenty-thre- e reinforcement divisions (27G.OOO men), or hall

their total of reserve was the belief expressed in military circles here
this afternoon.

It was ato slated that Crown Prince Rupprechl probably will start

an immediate offensive on the British front !n an effort to retrieve the
Rheims disaster.

GERMANS BRING UP RESERVES,

BUT AMERICANS AND FRENCH

DRIVE ALONG ON WHOLE FRONT

Gains Also Made Below the Marne and
Southwest ot" Rheims at Five Points.

FRENCH REPORT
PARIS, July 19. Uclween the Aisne and the Marne, in spile "t

ONLY MILE FROM SOISSONS;

EIGHT MILE GAIN POINT

new making fjJ nnn FPW
capturing large according l4",UUU riLUIxLU

ollicial statement issued by the War Ollice. to-da- Along the whole

front between the Aisne and the Manic tlie battle continues with violence.

On the front between Rheims and tlie Marne the French have

Monlvoisin made in tlie Roi Wood and the Courton

Wood, capturing lour cannon 400

Hetween Rheim. anil the Marne Italian troops have taken Moulin

d'Ardre, south of Mailaux and northwest of Pourcy.
South of the Marne, by vigorous attack, tlie French li.ive eject-i-

the enemy from the outskirts of Oeuilly.

FULL OF WAIt OFFICE REPORT:
Following is the text of 's War Office report:

"Between the Aisne and the Marne our troops, surmounting tlie

resistance of the enemy, w'nicli was increased by the arrival of new

reserves, sensible progress at the close of yesterday. Tlie

number of prisoners counted is being augmented. The battle con

tinues with violence along the whole front.
"West of Rheims and south of the Marne our troops yesterday,

by vigorous attack, retook Montvoisin and threw the enemy out of

the outskirts of Oeuilly.
"To the north of the Marne we have made progress in tlie Roi

Wood and the Wood and carried our line kilometre to

the westward.
"Further north the Italians have taken Moulin d'Ardre and con

quered ground in the region of Bouilly. In the course of these ac-

tions the have four cannon, 30 machine guns and

100 prisoners.
"Between Montdidier and Noyon and also in the Woevre

region in raids the German lines, we captured too

OFFICIAL HRITISII REPORT.
LONDON, July 19. German raids last night in the Villers-Bi- c

tonneux and Morlaneourt sectors, on cither of the Sonune, were
driven ofT by the British, says tlie ollicial statement from Field Marshal
Haig to-da- y. The British captured few prisoners in successful raids in

tlie regions of Bucquo, Willervrd and Locre.

FRENCH DEPUTIES REPORT

ON GERMANS' MAY GAINS

I'AUIfi. July 19 ncpiltli-- Abel
Kerry nnd Uouli Dcichamps have
matlo Important report the
Army Commlttco or the Chamber of

lieputlti conctrnlns the Government

Inquiry Into the f!eriiiHti offcnle
May (when the German rnptuicc
the Chrmln n.tmea and ndvanced

tho .Marne
Thn committee ndnpled the rei-.ii- r

mendatlons made by the dcputle-whic-

Invito the Government
form them tho disciplinary meat,
urn taken and Introduce bill
which senerat officers acrlously
tault the future can be punliUeii,
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One American Division Captures Vierzy in of the f.
., . Tho tone of

an Advance of Three Mites aois- -
TM T) 3

Thursday,

objectives

barrage,

Ainctican

merry AUau uui. day have Infected

making

'A S. Jll V WOK KUIIS nave uccn mu.tu , , cheerfully
Allied attack Aisne-Marn- e according to ofrcns,vei believed rrom'the wmd.ws.

Libre, without intending to divulge number "V.i'Ti
oners and guns captured, it is fully equivalent to the number an- -

nounced the Germans as having been 15.

German official statement on Tuesday announced I AND A IMiS
prisoners had Monday.

According to Gaulois number exceeds 10,000.

LONDON, July 19. The and Americans witlun a mile Qonfirms Accounts Ot
of Soissons it was learned authoritatively have
forward all along the line between the Aisne and the Marne, ilieir greatest

penetration, at last reports, being eight miles.

One American division took ierzy and is reported to have advances

three miles beyond.
I Vierzy Is six south of Soissons and about snlloa east

of the original imc. A (hrce-mll- advance beyond this would take tho

Americans across the Solwons-Chateau-Thlorr- road.

The Allied have cut or have under fire the highroad from
Soissons to Chateau-'- ! hierrv. savs a Renter despatch from the Fren:h

I front 11 o'clock Thursday. The railway Smssons to

Cottcrets also has been

arrivals German reinforcements, the Allies arc sensible' DV
progress and a number of prisoners, to the j U D I I L

ind progress

and prisoners.
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GERMANS ARE STILL BEHIND

THAR FIRST DAK'S OBJECTIVES

AFTER FOUR DAKS OF BATTLE

:Have Accomplished Little East
West Rheims on Field Their
Own Selection American Troops
Confident Success.

AMERICAN ARMY IN FRANCE,

(Associated Press). nightfall of the of the

and of Rheims a feeling of confidence pervades the

eighty of of his own selection t'ne enemy's of-

fensive seemingly has He h the set the
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